
 

Staplehurst School  Newsletter  No.22 
- Spring Term 2024 

A message from the Senior Team 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 



This week has zoomed past and ended with our wonderful World Book Day Celebrations. World Book 

Day promotes a love of reading for primary school pupils by celebrating storytelling's magic, fostering 

curiosity, and expanding understanding through diverse literary exploration. It encourages essential 

literacy skills development, community engagement, and lifelong passion for literature. Today's 

celebrations have been wonderful; thank you to everyone who participated and created special 

moments for everyone to remember and cherish. 

Parental Engagement: thank you to those parents who joined Mr. Tate on Thursday for an Inclusion 

drop in session. Please remember to check our website for important information for parents of 

children with SEN -  Inclusion 

Have a lovely weekend 

Miss Davenport and the Senior Leadership Team 

https://staplehurstschool.co.uk/school-info/inclusion


Pride Certificates 01.03.24 

 



Attendance: pupil voice 

 

 

From the first day of term to the last, the small moments in a school day make a real difference to 

your child. School days are packed full of moments that matter to your child. 

‘I remember making my best friend. 'Anya Year 6 

‘I remember the cargo ship I made in DT – it was the best in the class.’ Vinnie Year 6 

‘A massive moment for me was my last Christmas celebration at primary school.’  Eloise Year 6 

‘A moment that mattered to me was when I received an art award in Year 5; I really enjoy art and I 

had tried really hard!’ Minnie Year 6 

‘My special moment is when I won my race at sports day last year!’ Leo Year 6 

‘My special moment is when I made a perfect circle with my pizza in DT.’ Brandon Year 6 

‘Singing at the school Christmas assembly with my mates.’ Teegan Year 6 



 

1 - Well done to EYG, the weekly winners with 100% who will receive Attendance Ted. 

Well done to 6S, the KS2 winners with 98.7% who will receive the Attendance Cup. 

Bar Chart 01.03 

 



EYFS 

 

This week the children have continued to focus on our key text 'Astro Girl'. We have started to think 

about what the different characters might have said throughout the story. After discussing who the 

characters were in the story the children have produced some excellent writing using speech bubbles. 

In science we have continued our learning about light. This week we focused on our reflections. We 

had a range of objects and we  tested them to see if we could see our reflections in them. We then 

sorted them into materials that we could see our reflection in and materials that we could not see 

our reflection in. 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 1 

 

 



2 - As part of their new topic on Transport Year 1 were delighted to welcome Sonic the horse and cart to the school as part 
of their learning.   We learnt about the different ways horses are used for transport before going to see the horse and cart!  

 

3 - It was amazing for the children to see this less familiar method of transport in action.  The children asked excellent 
questions including 'What does Sonic eat?' 'How old is Sonic?' 'What is his favourite thing to do?' 

Thank you to Miss Barfoot for bringing in Sonic and answering all the questions so patiently.  It really brought this topic to 
life for the year 1 children! Olly asked, "Can I bring my horse to school every day and teach the other children more about 

him?" 

 

4 - Here are the children getting to know Sonic!  



Year 2 

 

This week in Writing, Year 2 have started reconstructing a descriptive setting based on our book 'The 

Invisible'. The children are really confident with including expanded noun phrases and understanding 

the importance of making their writing interesting.  

In Science the children have been looking into the 5 food groups (carbohydrates, protein, fruit & 

vegetables, dairy and fats & sugars) and the importance of eating a good balance of food from these 

groups. We have also had great discussions about how some people need to eat differently - we have 

been really impressed by the children's understanding of other people's needs. This week the 

children created a daily menu for what they felt was a good, balanced meal plan.  



 

 



 

 



 

Year 3 

 

This term, in art the children are using the work of Claire Young to inspire their final piece of work, a 

collage. In this week's lesson, they had a go at mark making using a range of objects to make 

different patterns. They then tried to replicate patterns that are found in Claire Young's art.   

In history, Year 3 have been continuing to develop their knowledge on the Stone Age. This week, they 

learnt about the Paleolithic period which is the longest of the three.   



 

 



Year 4  

 

What a busy week year 4 have had! As well as demonstrating their learning and perseverance during 

their assessments they have also continued to build on their knowledge of sound in science. Using 

cups and string they proved that sound travels more quickly along a solid piece of string than 

through the air. 

In ICT they have begun to learn core skills such as changing the style, size and colour of  a font and 

how to add an image to a piece of writing. They really enjoyed editing a newspaper on Purple Mash 

using these skills. 

In English, year 4 have read the book The Great Kapok tree and will now write a persuasive letter to 

try and stop the Kapok Tree from being cut down. In geography they have learnt about all the 

animals and plants that live in the rainforest and why it is such an important habitat. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Year 5  

 

This week Year 5 have been developing their skills in learning how to play sitting volleyball.  Working 

in pairs and small teams they have learnt how to pass the ball using the volley and dig passes.  The 

children enjoyed their lessons and found the activities difficult as they were seated on the floor and 

trying to catch and pass the ball. 

In science the children have developed their learning of freezing and melting.  They have considered 

the different melting points of different materials. 

In geography children considered how the land is used around the UK for rural purposes, including 

pastoral and arable farming, different ecosystems (grassland, woodland, and rural tourism.  They 

looked at the main locations for each and quickly realised they are often grouped in similar parts of 

the UK. 



 

 

 



 

Year 6 

 

Suspense and thriller took the lead this week as Year 6 continued writing their own suspense stories, 

focussing on grabbing the readers attention with detailed description of the setting and characters. 

Take a look at the finished products. 

 

Year 6 also had two History lessons this week as they continued to develop their understanding of 

the civil rights, looking at the Suffragette movement and the Windrush movement. The children were 

shocked to discover that women were unable to do so many things in the past and were pleased that 

action was taken by the group of activists. 



Music 

 

5 -  

• Do you play an instrument and would you like to play to our pupils? (a small group or in an assembly) 

• We are looking to offer our children some live music opportunities. 

• Please contact Mrs Seal (pseal@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk or via the school office) 

 

mailto:pseal@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk


RE 

 

6 - Religious Education is a very important subject.  Not only does it give the children the opportunity to learn about 
different religions and cultures, but they are also taught to consider their own beliefs and ethics.  

 

7 - In each classroom, we have key vocabulary displayed.  We have weekly assemblies with either Father Andrew or Silke 
and these assemblies allow the children a time of reflection.  We also have other visitors throughout the year. 

Class Assemblies 

We will be starting our class assembly programme for the year in term two this year. We would like 

to invite parents/carers in to share in the wonderful learning that has been taking place. The 

assembly schedule is as follows: 

       



Term 4 – KS2 - Year 3 (Stone-Age) - Friday 22nd March at 9.00 am in the junior hall Year 3 Assembly 

                 KS1 - Year 2 (Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole) Friday 15th March at 9.00 am in the 

junior hall Year 2 Assembly 

                 EYFS:  Thursday March 28th EYFS Assembly 

We look forward to welcoming you in to school. 

Many Thanks 

Mr Williams-Jones 

https://www.staplehurstschool.co.uk/news-and-events/calendar/eventdetail/383/-/year-3-assembly
https://www.staplehurstschool.co.uk/news-and-events/calendar/eventdetail/384/-/year-2-assembly
https://www.staplehurstschool.co.uk/news-and-events/calendar/eventdetail/385/-/eyfs-assembly


World Book Day 

 

Today we celebrated World Book Day in proper fashion - pyjamas! It was wonderful to celebrate the 

power of reading together with a number of different activities including reading badges and 

creating our own book marks! It was wonderful to share our favourite books and recommend 

authors to each other.  

Children also had fun guessing the masked reader! Teachers disguised themselves as animals and 

fruits in video reading extracts from their favourite books and the children had to guess!  



A massive thank you to all those that took part in the 'book in a jar' competition. It was a roaring 

success with some wonderful entries covering everything from Superworm to Holes by Louis Sachar. 

The winners for each stage were:  

• Thomas Vilhelm EYG  

• Lola Jones 1FS  

• Angel-Rose Eden 3G 

It was so lovely to feel the buzz of reading around the school and we hope to continue that into next 

week when the book fair arrives. It will be held in the Junior hall starting  

 



 

 

 



 



Key Dates 

 



Every Friday: Parents into Read - KS1 and EYFS 

5th March 2024 - Information Session - How we support children with SEND - All Parents - Online 

Session via Zoom - How we support children with SEND 

7th March 2024 - 2.30pm Junior Hall - P.E Parent drop-in - Mr Smith will be holding an information 

session about the teaching of PE across the school. Staplehurst School - P. E Drop in 

8th March and 11th/12th and 13th March 2024 - Book Fair 3:15-3:45 Book Fair 

12th March 2024 - Class Photos Class Photographs 

14th March 2024 - PTA Pre-Loved Uniform Sale  - PTA Pre-Loved Uniform Sale 

 

8 - Coffee Morning - Saturday 16th March 2024 - United Reformed Church, Staplehurst. 

https://staplehurstschool.co.uk/news-and-events/calendar/eventdetail/400/-/information-session-how-we-support-children-with-send
https://www.staplehurstschool.co.uk/news-and-events/calendar/eventdetail/359/-/p-e-drop-in
https://www.staplehurstschool.co.uk/news-and-events/calendar/eventdetail/387/-/book-fair
https://staplehurstschool.co.uk/news-and-events/calendar/eventdetail/386/-/school-photographs
https://staplehurstschool.co.uk/news-and-events/calendar/eventdetail/398/-/pre-loved-uniform-sale
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