No 14

Autumn Term

17 December 2020

Staplehurst School

NEWSLETTER
Dear Parents and Carers,
Historically this is ‘the most wonderful time of the year’
and whilst we know that is definitely not the case for
families who may have been affected by Covid-19, and
with the current restrictions placed upon us, as a school
we have brought a small part of the ‘wonderful time’ to
Staplehurst this week. In addition to learning this week
there have been a fantastic range of Christmas activities
that have allowed us to share the joy of Christmas.
Thank you to those parents who were able to join me for
our Parent Forum last week; as always it is good to
have your feedback so that together we can improve our
provision. We are all missing those daily face to face
opportunities for discussions about our children’s wellbeing and learning. Although we know why this is happening, we will continue to review how we strengthen
this in 2021. In the meantime please remember that you
have a year group email and contact books for daily
messages. As usual the office is to be informed of all
attendance matters during school hours; our track and
trace email is to be used during the holidays if required.
As we come to the end of term it is fabulous to reflect
on how we have united together as a community to
meet the challenges and difficulties that the nation has
faced; compared to many schools in Kent and the local
area, we are fortunate to have experienced minimal
disruption to school life. However, we do not take this
for granted: we continually review our risk assessment
and take advice from the Local Authority and DFE if and
when required to ensure all decisions are robust.
Although there is uncertainty about what life will be like
in the new year, we are confident that by continuing
to work in partnership our children
will experience excellent learning in a safe
and secure environment at Staplehurst School.
School returns on Monday 4th January 2021.
Have a peaceful and safe holiday,

Miss Davenport
Headteacher

SELF PORTRAITS
Year 1 have been
busy learning all
about where their
facial features are
and have created
brilliant self portraits!

YOUNG ENGINEERS CHALLENGE
Year 3 have just joined in with their first Live
Lesson from the Young Imagineers Challenge. Dallas Campbell, most famously
known for his work on Channel 5's The
Gadget Show, showed us just how important
technology is in out day-to-day life, and how
far we have progressed since the dawn of
the Information Age. He answered some of
the challenges put forward by children
around the country and shared some of the
ways he thought they could make a difference to the world. We absolutely loved it and
can't wait to tune into the next live lesson in
the new year.

WATER POLLUTION
Year 4 were exploring the effects of water pollution in our rivers in Science this week. We used washing up liquid, oil
and soil to emulate the sorts of pollution one might find in our rivers. We then discussed how hard it may be for creatures and plants to live in it.

LITERACY LEARNING
This week we have continued our literacy learning, through our study of 'The Wild Robot' by Peter Brown. One of
our lessons, required us to role play one of the chapters in small groups, using our bodies to make sound effects.

CHRISTIMAS VOCABULARY
This week in Year 5 we wrote a poem about how to create a successful Christmas. Using adverbs and Christmas
vocabulary we decided we needed to mix, sprinkle and stir lots of glitter, delicious food, love and laughter together
and created some amazing work!

FREEDOM QUILT
Year 6 have been busy this week learning to sew. Inspired by Underground Railroad tradition of creating 'Freedom
Quits', the children have been designing and making their own year group freedom quilt, to remind them of the challenges we have all faced this year.

YEAR 5 MATHS
Year 5 have been revising perimeter and area in Maths this week. We measured objects and calculated perimeters and areas as well as using our reasoning skills for problem solving questions.

ROCK HERO
Delighted to announce that three of the boys from 4NC have also
made Rock Hero in TT Rockstars (the highest level)! This means
they can recall all Times Tables facts in under a second!! Well
done boys!!

COMPARATIVE TEST

Year 2 have been taking part in a comparative
test this term. Our test was based around the
question: Do children get faster as they get older? We made predictions first and then spoke
about how we can make the test fair. Then, 3
children from Year 2 and 3 children from Year
6 completed activities including star jumps and
writing our names within 1 minute. We found
that Year 2 were faster in all three activities!

AWARD

Isla U. in Year 2 was awarded the Certificate of Merit
Junior Award 2020 by Staplehurst Parish Council. Isla
has gone above and beyond
in her community to ensure
it is clean and safe for all
people and animals. We are
so proud of the PRIDE values that Isla is showing in
her school community!

CHRISTMAS WINDOWS
We have been creating our Christmas window display.
We made beautiful snowflakes by folding and cutting
paper.

CHRISTMAS STORY

NATIVITY

The children have enjoyed retelling the
Christmas story by sequencing pictures and
using the wooden Nativity set, working together to
remember
the story

EYFS have enjoyed learning and performing their
rhyming Nativity. The finished
production will be
available on the
school website
tomorrow.

CHRISTINGLE SERVICES

Year 4 have made their Christingles as part of their Christmas celebrations. We also had a chance to
listen to some of our musicians play some Christmas music.

CHRISTINGLE

Year 5 enjoyed a lovely Christingle service, where we
made our Christingles, learned about the meaning of
them and heard the Christmas story. Rosie shared her
wonderful piano playing with us, and then we switched off
the lights, lit our Christingles and reflected what Christmas means to each of us.
Today in EYFS we
learned all about
Christingle, then
we made our own.

CHRISTMAS CARDS

It was lots of fun.
We can't wait to
take them home
and show our
parents.
Year 5 created these beautiful Christmas cards for
their families and local care homes. They used a watercolour wash, and then collaged the snow and trees
to create this stunning effect.

YEAR 5 & CHRISTMAS
Year 5 have had a fantastic time getting ready for Christmas this week. We have decorated our windows,
created beautiful cards and celebrated with a Christingle service with readings and the Christmas Story.

DECORTING CHRISTMAS TREES
4LC have been making Christmas decorations in
class. They have used wooden pegs to make Christmas
Trees and decorated them with paint and glitter. It was a
little messy, but enjoyed by everyone.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
EYFS enjoyed their Christmas lunch today.
We especially liked the treats and hats from the
Christmas

YR 6 CHRISTINGLE
Year 6 reflected on the meaning of bring hope to others as part
of their end of term Christingle.

CARDS FOR CARE HOMES
This week the children have been busy making Christmas cards to take home to loved ones and to post
to local residential and care homes. They've now been posted and will hopefully arrive in the next couple
of days!

FOR OXFAM
This year, rather than getting sweets at the end of term, the year 6 team decided to make a donation to
Oxfam for a wonderful water pump and a life-changing loo. In a year when being able to wash our hands
has never been so important, the
children felt that this was the
perfect gift!

VIRTUAL YEAR 3

This afternoon the fabulous Year 3 all got together (virtually) to take part in an end of term quiz. We all
wore our most festive outfits and had lots of fun!
Thank you to everyone for taking part, we are so glad you could join us. We hope you have the most wonderful Christmas, and we are so excited to see in the New Year!

