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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
“Children always come first. They are our future.”
As we complete our first full week it is good to reflect, as a community on how we are
adjusting to our return to school. To ensure that our children are settled and ready for
learning, the focus has been to re-establish relationships, core routines and our school
values: the foundations of well-being and good learning.
Core curriculum knowledge and skills in Maths and English are being revised and teacherassessed, in order to identify the progress that children have made during lockdown, as well
as to address any gaps in their learning.
We are reuniting the school community by studying a whole school text, ‘Journey’ by Aaron
Becker, which allows us to explain this period, reflect on changes and look to the future.
It has been a pleasure to welcome our Reception children and families this week, and it is
wonderful to see them exploring their learning environment and making new friends.
Our Systems




Drop-off and pick-ups are very smooth; we will continue to review how we improve this
system to accommodate parents with multiple drop-offs: thank you for your patience
with this.
We have had excellent attendance since returning. It is also essential that we all
adhere to our attendance procedures: if your child is unwell please inform the school
the specific reason your child is absent. I appreciate that if you need to provide us with
medical evidence, self-isolate or be tested, that this may be inconvenient for you, but
the health and safety of our entire community is our highest priority.

Thank you for your continued support

Miss Davenport
Headteacher
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Year 1 have been inspired by the work of Paul Klee's 'Castle in the Sun' to recreate their
own castle and sun pictures. They carefully chose shapes to draw around and had to keep
a steady hand!

During our reading sessions this week, 3S were acting out the beginning of the story 'The Green
Ship' by Quentin Blake. They were trying to make their way through the forest and over the wall
where they discovered bushes and trees cut into the shape of a ship. They explored the outside
of the ship and inside the cabin. What did they find? How did they feel?

During our reading sessions this week, 3S were acting out the
beginning of the story 'The Green Ship' by Quentin Blake. They were
trying to make their way through the forest and over the wall where
they discovered bushes and trees cut into the shape of a ship. They
explored the outside of the ship and inside the cabin.
What did they find? How did they feel?
www.staplehurstschool.co.uk

Email: office@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk

Tel: 01580 891765

Please note the school is not responsible for any content or services provided by third parties and cannot be held liable for any inaccuracies, loss or damage that may result from using such information or services.

No 02

Autumn Term

11 September 2020

Year 4 have made string nests for their mindfulness pebbles.
It was very messy, but great fun!

Year 5 have started the year with handball in PE. This week we refreshed ourselves on the rules
and practised finding space to pass into. It was great fun!

In art this week, year 5 learned the art of 'marbling' - printing using ink on water. We experimented
with different typed of paper to see which produced the best prints, before we produce our final
prints next week.
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Year 6 have been focusing on descriptive writing this week. Using fantastical images as
inspiration, the children have been thinking about how authors create pictures with words.

Attendance Information
Guidance: Coughs, Colds & Coronavirus
It’s wonderful to see so many happy, smiley faces as we all return to school.
Here at Staplehurst our expectations on attendance are as they were pre-lockdown but we do
understand you may have some concerns and a little anxiety about how things are working within
our school community.
I want to reassure you that everybody’s health & wellbeing are a priority here, hence why we are asking parents to support
our request for medical evidence, if your child is displaying any of the Covid symptoms.


If your child is unwell please telephone the school before 8.30am stating Name, Class, full reason for absence,
Covid / Non-Covid symptoms and any siblings isolating.



If you suspect your child has Coronavirus symptoms please follow the NHS recommended guidelines.

When might a seasonal cold be Coronavirus?
The following NHS information will help you understand the signs and symptoms during this difficult time.
Main symptoms of Coronavirus [Covid] are:




a high temperature
a new continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in
24 hours
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell
or taste different to normal

Remember: Most people with Coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms
What to do if you suspect your child has Coronavirus symptoms
1. Call NHS 111 or www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
2. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible - Call NHS 119
3. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result. Isolate for 10 days [day of onset PLUS 9
days] The rest of the household and support bubble must isolate for 14 days
4. Once negative result is received and you feel well – return to school / work. All household and support bubble
can stop self-isolating too.
If your child has displayed any 1 of the symptoms, please provide evidence either through a GP Note, NHS Hospital
advice or a negative Covid test result, before they can return to school.
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Once evidence is obtained the child & any siblings are free to return to school the following day.
Please email the school office by 3.30pm or bring the notification into school the following day. On arrival please hand
it directly to a member of the Senior Leadership Team.
Do remember as we enter the season of coughs and colds it is inevitable some children will get poorly. You know your
children best. Encourage good hand hygiene, by washing hands frequently with warm water and soap, use tissues to
catch germs when you cough or sneeze, Catch it, Bin it, Kill it!
We will get through this if we all continue to work together. Please have fun but stay safe.
Bonny Sullivan
Family Liaison Officer

WARM WEATHER FORECAST FOR NEXT WEEK – UNIFORM
Boys – Full uniform, shorts, hats, sun cream
Girls – Full uniform, hats, sun cream
Jumpers - optional

A BIG thank you to our amazing PTA who have funded a new electric piano and
adjustable stool for the Music Room which was delivered last Friday.
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