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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
“Children always come first. They are our future.”
What a lovely week this has been. Our children are extremely settled and enjoying their
learning.
I feel that this is an appropriate time to share our whole school priorities for this year. While
we are unable to predict what life will bring, it is essential that we have a clear focus of how
we will continue to move forward as a school, and be prepared for any eventuality.
Our key priorities are:


Ensure children reach attainment and progress targets in line with pre - Covid
national expectations by enabling all pupils to acquire depth of knowledge in
English and Maths



Plan and implement a recovery curriculum centred on 5 levers: relationships,
community, a transparent curriculum, space (pupil voice) and metacognition



Embed an ambitious curriculum that is built on core knowledge, its application
and can respond effectively to the evolving national situation in order to
maximise academic achievement and progress for all pupils.



To have a thriving and engaged school community which actively supports
opportunities for parental involvement in their child’s learning



Embed strong distributed leadership with shared values and ambition to drive
school improvement
Have a restful weekend
Miss Davenport
Headteacher
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CURRICULUM NEWS
EYFS
Children have continued to enjoy exploring the different areas and making new friends. We found a
book called 'My Map book' inside our 'Knock Knock’ box. We enjoyed the pages all about our faces
before looking in the mirror to help us paint our self-portraits. The EYFS staff are really proud of how
well we have settled into school!

YEAR 2 MUSIC LESSON
Year 2 listened to 'The Click Song' by Miriam Makeba this week in our Music lesson. We found the
pulse by dancing and clapping. It is sung in one of the South African languages: Xhosa.

LITERACY NEWS
It is great to see all our children so excited and engaged to be back at school. To help bring us back
together as a school community, we are reconnecting through the fantastic wordless picture book,
"Journey" by Aaron Becker, which we are studying from EYFS right through to year 6. Each year
group will be writing their own interpretation of the story, so do ask your child their thoughts and
understanding of the book so far.
We have also opened our fabulous school library to the children again, with each year group bubble
having access to a carefully selected range of texts in a library box. The children can choose from
these in their classes and enjoy reading and discussing them in their reading time.
We are also running the 30 reads incentive again this year - although slightly differently. Once children
have read 30 times at home in one term, they will receive a raffle ticket (2 for 60 times and 3 for 90
times ) which will be entered into a termly draw - one for EYFS, one for KS1 and one for KS2. The
winner from each key stage will receive a fantastic book related prize from
http://www.bringabooktolife.com. We hope you will join with us in encouraging your child to read at
home as often as possible.
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YEAR 3 ART
This week 3S have been creating printed art using printing blocks they have created themselves.
Our art is inspired by our school book Journey, and we will use these prints to create an exciting
display outside our classroom!

HOMEWORK
Now that we are back into the swing of things, we thought it would be a suitable time to remind families
of the homework expectations in different phases. Outlined below are the current arrangements:
KS2 Homework Expectations:
Each week children will be set a piece of maths, and a piece of literacy homework. Where appropriate,
this will be via PurpleMash. Spellings will also be sent home to learn.
Each term, a topic task sheet will be sent home, offering a menu of choices. Children will be expected
to compete at least three tasks across the term, to a good standard.
Feedback on homework will be provided on Purple Mash and children will receive PRIDE Points for
completing work. There will be no direct sanction for not completing homework, however we will do
our upmost to encourage children to engage and give those unable to compete it at home an
opportunity each week to complete it in school.
KS1 Homework Expectations:
Each week, children will be set a piece of maths on a Friday, which will be set on PurpleMash and
due in on a Wednesday. Spellings will be sent home for children based on their phonic sounds and
checked on a Friday.
Each term, a topic task sheet will be sent home, offering a menu of choices. Children will be expected
to compete at least three tasks across the term, to a good standard.
Finally, there is an expectation of daily reading and books will be changed on a Monday and a Friday.
Feedback on homework will be provided on Purple Mash and children will receive PRIDE Points for
completing work. There will be no direct sanction for not completing homework, however we will do
our utmost to encourage children to engage and give those unable to compete it at home an
opportunity each week to complete it in school.
PARKING: Polite Reminder
I appreciate that staggered drop off times can be challenging for some families. However, I am
disappointed to see that the Zig Zag lines are not clear at the start and end of the day; working with
PC Gardener we had significantly improved this before lockdown but unfortunately this is not the case
at the moment. Let’s work as a community to keep all of our children safe, please.
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MUSIC MARK
We are thrilled to announce that Staplehurst School has been nominated by Kent Music to
become a Music Mark school for the 2020/21 academic year. Here is an excerpt from the letter
we received from them this week.
“Your school has been nominated and financially supported by your local Music Service/Hub to
become a Music Mark School. They have recognised the value that you place on music and asked
us to add you to the growing number of Music Mark Schools. We would like to thank you for all the
hard work you and your colleagues do to ensure that pupils at your school are able to access and
engage with a high-quality music education. Your dedication to offering and delivering a broad and
balanced curriculum is both welcomed and celebrated.’’

MESSAGE FROM THE PTA
Along with the newsletter you’ll find our poster detailing how much money was raised during the last
school year – a fantastic £6,025!
We’ve already had to cancel a lot of the events planned this year but we are currently running some
fundraisers that you can get involved in. This includes:
Easy Fundraising
Register for a FREE account at www.easyfundraising.org.uk and select Staplehurst School PTA as
your charity. Every time you shop online visit your favourite shop by going via Easy Fundraising.
The store you shop with will then pay as a donation as a % of your shop. There are also donations
you can raise without spending a penny!
Santa Sacks
Buy a personalised Santa Sack for £10 each. For each bag sold the PTA receives £1. Visit
https://sforders.co.uk/staplehurstschool
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