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Staplehurst School 

NEWSLETTER 
PRIDE 

Positivity Respect Independence Determination Excellence 

Staplehurst School is an inclusive community. We do not tolerate bullying – race, gender, disability, sexual orientation or age 
.

SCHOOL NEWS 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 
“Children always come first. They are our future.” 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Here we are at the end of the half term and half way 
through the school year!  

It was superb to launch our ‘design a classroom’ 
competition this week in assembly – this will run until after 
half term. The children had excellent ideas and we look 
forward to seeing everyone’s entries after the holiday. 

Congratulations to those children who have achieved 
100% this term and 170 children who have not had a day 
off this academic year. As you are aware it is essential for 
all pupils to attend school on time, regularly and avoid 
absence. We feel it is really important to recognise and 
celebrate attendance achievements; I would like to 
personally thank you for supporting your child this term to 
ensure that they are at school every day.  

I hope that you have a restful break and I look forward to 
seeing you all at the start of term 4 on Monday 25 
February. 

Miss Davenport 
Headteacher 

HOUSE POINT CHALLENGE WINNERS 
Congratulations to Attenborough – Red House who won 
this term’s House Point Challenge and may wear their 
own clothes to school on Friday 1 March 2019. 

DESIGN A CLASSROOM COMPETITION 
Yesterday we welcomed JBH Refurbishments to the 
school to launch their ‘Design the Best Classroom Ever’ 
Competition. One child was chosen from each class and 
will be featured in the local press as part of their publicity. 
The children were thrilled to be told that they could keep 
their hard hats and hi-viz vests worn in the photograph 
and the Early Years Team were delighted to receive some 
extras for their role play cupboard. 

Some classes have been completing their competition 
entries in class but if your child has been set this for 
homework or if you would like extra copies please click on 
the link below to view the resources available: 

https://www.jbhrefurbishments.co.uk/design-the-best-

classroom-ever-competition/ 

 

CURRICULUM NEWS 

EARLY YEARS NEWS 
This week Early Years have enjoyed reading the story 
'Louis' Dream Plane' by Terry Milne. Louis had a dream 
of flying and as part of our circle time discussions we 
talked about our dreams for the future. The children drew 
a picture of themselves in their dream job! 

 
Jockey 

  
Artist          Policeman 
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YEAR 3 
Thursday afternoon, children in Year 3 had an explosive 
end to their Extreme Earth topic, by erupting the 
volcanoes that they made last week from papier mache. 
The children have had a fun time learning all about 
volcanoes and earthquakes and were excited to see their 
creations oozing with 'lava', even if the vinegar and baking 
soda did smell a bit! 

  

  

YEAR 5 
In Year 5, to conclude their work on the Egyptians and 
using their knowledge of mechanics learnt in Science, the 
children made a lever which the Ancient Egyptians used 
to collect water from the Nile to irrigate their crops. 

The children developed their sawing and gluing skills to 
make the models, all of which were very successful. 

 

  

Also in Year 5, the focus in RE has been on the Christian 
belief in love and forgiveness. The children have learnt 
about Mother Teresa and thought about what forgiveness 
and love means to them. One of the tasks was to write a 
poem about this and Mikaella in 5C wrote a very 
impressive composition: 

Love is precious, 
Love is happiness, 
Love is being there for someone. 
Love is not vicious, 
Love is not envy, 
Love is not leaving someone in the dark, 
Love is not letting the person you care for slip away. 
Because love is not hate nor anger nor ungratefulness. 
Love does not lie, 
It does not care for itself, 
Love is not selfish, 
Love does not look on the outside of people. 
Love always cares, 
Love always gives, 
Love always thanks, 
LOVE NEVER DIES… 

SPORTS NEWS 

ACTIVE 30 FESTIVAL 
On Tuesday, a group of children in Years 3 and 4 went to 
the Weald Sports Centre for the Active 30 Festival with 
Mr Tate. The children took part in a number of different 
events, including archery, boxercise, yoga and tag rugby 
and enjoyed a handful of exciting relay races. They all 
worked really hard and had a fantastic time, learning new 
skills and trying something different. Everybody showed 
true resilience and determination throughout the 
afternoon and did the school proud. Thank you to the 
parents who were able to offer lifts, we would be unable 
to participate in these events without you. 
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES 
Date Class Time/Location 

15 Mar 4S14 2.30pm Junior Hall 

29 Mar Early Years 9.00am Infant Hall 

3 May 3T12 2.30pm Junior Hall 

10 May 3G11 2.30pm Junior Hall 

7 Jun 2O9 9.00am Infant Hall 

14 Jun 2KS8 9.00am Infant Hall 

DIARY DATES 
Forthcoming events at Staplehurst School: 

Monday 18 – Friday 22 February 
Half Term 

Monday 25 February 
KS1 + EYFS Parent Consultations (5.00-7.30pm) 

Tuesday 26 February 
KS1 + EYFS Parent Consultations (3.30-5.30pm) 

Thursday 28 February 
KS2 Parent Consultations (5.00-7.30pm) 

Friday 1 March 
KS2 Parent Consultations (3.30-5.30pm) 

Thursday 7 March 
World Book Day 

Wednesday 13 March 
Class Photographs 

Friday 15 March 
Red Nose Day 

ATTENDANCE 
CONGRATULATIONS - TO THE AMAZING THATCHER 
CLASS 3T – 98.47% attendance – you are setting the 
standard and we are very proud of you. Punctuality and 
good attendance is important to establish positive habits 
as children, develop, grow and move on to their next 
stage. 

 

SCHOOL DINNER ROTA 
w/c 25.02.19 Year 5, 4, 6 
w/c 04.03.19 Year 4, 6, 5 

MENU CHANGES 
There is a change to the menu for Week 3. On Tuesday, 
the main option will be Chicken Curry and Rice rather 
than Sweet Chilli Chicken and Noodles. 

Due to feedback from the children the Chicken and 
Sweetcorn Pie will no longer be served on Thursdays in 
Week 2. The new option will be BBQ Chicken and Rice. 

CAR PARKING 
We have received some complaints about cars parking 
on the pavements when dropping and picking up children 
outside the school. We are doing what we can to ensure 
the safety of our children but it might be helpful if parents 
could raise any complaints or concerns with the 101 non-
emergency line. 

SEVERE WEATHER PROCEDURE 
The DfE (Department for Education) states that “schools 
should, wherever possible, stay open in severe weather” 
and we recognise that it is important for Staplehurst 
School to remain open so that parents are able to work 
and children can continue to learn. Our fundamental 
principle is that every effort will be made to ensure that 
Staplehurst School remains open even if only limited 
numbers of children can attend. 

In each instance the school will determine: 

¶ whether the school site is safe 

¶ how many staff are likely to be in 

then make a decision based on the safety of children. 

If the school is CLOSED we will notify you via 
ParentMail and also publish a message on our 
website and Facebook page. 

PTA NEWS 

VALENTINE'S DAY BAKE OFF 

As these pictures show, there is so much baking talent in 
this school! The PTA wants to thank everybody who went 
to the trouble of creating such a gorgeous selection of 
treats to celebrate Valentine's Day, and help raise 
important funds for the school. Here's a selection of some 
of the truly wonderful cakes and biscuits made... 
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Miss Davenport had a very difficult job to decide the 
winners. All children received a certificate and the winners 
from KS1 and KS2 received a box of chocolates and a red 
rose. 

 KS1 KS2 

First Katie R-P Sophie C 

Second Hannah O Dolly & Matthew D 

Third Oscar B Aoife P 

300 CLUB 
It’s not too late to join in the fun so if you fancy a chance 
to win please complete the 300 club form (available from 
the office) and return to school with £8 per number for 
membership for the next 8 draws. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

STAY SAFE STAPLEHURST 
On Saturday 23 February there will be an interactive fun 
family event at Staplehurst Village Centre between 
10.30am and 1.30pm. Find out how our emergency 
services and local help groups work to help keep 
residents safe in Staplehurst. There will be free bicycle 
security marking and free PAT testing and advice from 
our local help groups and businesses. The Women’s 
Institute will be providing teas and coffees. 

FUNDRAISING FOR MAF UK 
We have been asked to promote the Charity MAF which 
supports people living in isolated areas in the world by 
flying in teachers, school supplies, medical aid and food 
and aid workers to the most remote communities. You 
can find out more by visiting www.maf-uk.org or by 
phoning 01303 850 950. If you would like to make a 
donation to their work via the school please send in an 
envelope to the office and we will pass it on to Mrs Ralph, 
one of our school volunteers. 
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