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NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL NEWS
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
“Children always come first. They are our future.”
There is always such an amazing buzz around school at our weekly Parents into Reading. This week I was
thrilled to receive a wonderful poem from one of our Grandparents. It has captured the importance of
reading for pleasure and the joy of our Fridays together so beautifully; thank you Mrs Veitch!
Miss Davenport
Headteacher

FABULOUS FEEDBACK – PARENTS INTO READ
We have had another fabulous response from our children’s families coming into the Parents into Read sessions. We are
looking forward to welcoming our Early Years’ parents and carers starting after Half Term. As mentioned above, the
feedback we received from one of our Grandparents has really highlighted what a wonderful addition to our programme of
events these sessions are:

This morning – a real treat – I was invited
By my granddaughter – very excited –
To a special class “reading with family”
session
To spend time together just before
lessons
My little one opened her book with a grin
Already chuckling at what lay within
And as she dived into the pages, I mused
On the way that the teachers these days
are abused
All the pressure and stress, the lack of
resources
When everyone knows that their value of
course is
Way beyond measure – the gift that they
give

Will stay with these children as long as
they live
For they open the gates, give children the
key
To the magical people and places they’ll
see
Inside a book’s pages – now that they can
read
And sometimes a book will be all that
they need
A friend on a lonely day, warmth in the
cold
A book can be anything if truth be told.
Watching the joy on those faces today
Chased all of my worries and troubles
away.
Liz Veitch (Tallulah’s Granny)

VISIT TO INVICTA GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Last Friday Miss Davenport was invited to afternoon tea at Invicta Grammar School by three of our ex-pupils. The girls
were delightful and it was pleasing to see that they had transitioned really well into life in Year 7.
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TIMES TABLES ROCK STARS ASSEMBLY
Years 2-6 had a special assembly on Monday 7 October to re-launch 'Times Tables Rock stars' at Staplehurst School.
Some children from Years 5 and 6 were brave enough to play the game in front of the entire school, and teachers
dressed up in their finest rock clothes to get into the spirit! All children from Years 2 to 6 have been given a login for this
invaluable resource, and we encourage them to log in and practise as much as they possibly can at home. If they
increase their rock speed, can they become a Rock Hero or Legend and have their names put on the Board of Honour?
We look forward to supporting you and your child in developing their times tables this year.

HOUSE CAPTAINS AND PRIDE POINTS
At Staplehurst School all our children are allocated a House
colour which will stay with them throughout their time here
with us. Each House is represented by a famous British
person: Red House is Attenborough, Blue House is
Rowling, Yellow House is Peake and Green House is EnnisHill. Pride points are awarded to children throughout the
week and recorded on their House Colour Score Sheet in
each classroom. Once a week the House Captains tally up
the score for the week which is reported in the KS1 and KS2
assemblies on Fridays. At the end of each term the House
with the most points wins an award.
Children at Staplehurst School work hard to achieve PRIDE points. We do this by demonstrating our PRIDE Values,
showing Positivity, Respect, Independence, Determination and Excellence in everything we do! Each house
competes for the most PRIDE points each week because we want to be the best house and win an own clothes day
at the end of term. We are proud to lead and represent our houses as we are role models for the whole school and
hold special responsibility, so it is important that we show our PRIDE Values at all times.
Mikaella, Lauren, Bella, Josh B, Bliss, Felix, Joshua S and Evie

WELLBEING AT STAPLEHURST SCHOOL
Thank you to all those who came to look at the new wellbeing stand in the Infant Hall this week, this will be there every
Friday morning when parents come in to read. We will keep the stand up to date with different activities, ideas or events
that will be coming up. World Mental Health Day was this Thursday, to help raise awareness and show support for better
mental health and wellbeing. We enjoy being able to support and encourage talking about how you are feeling each week
in school.
Here are some ideas on how to support you and your family’s own wellbeing:
Boost your wellbeing – little things can make a big difference
 Spend time with people who make you feel good
 Express your feelings through journalling - “what you resist will persist”
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Get a good night’s sleep – lack of sleep can increase risk of anxiety and depression
 Aim for 7-9 hours of sleep per night
 Avoid looking at screens one hour before bed – white light activates the brain
Keep active – exercise can relieve stress, improve memory and boost your mood
 Find time to go outside for some fresh air and a gentle walk
 Keep active, join a sports club or walk to talk group

FUNDRAISING EVENT
Last weekend, three of our families took part in a Horse Drive from
Staplehurst village to Moat Park in Maidstone. This fundraising event was
in honour of their cousin who is suffering from a form of cancer. They
raised over £1,600 which is an amazing achievement and will provide
much needed help for the family involved.

CURRICULUM NEWS
READING AT STAPLEHURST SCHOOL
In Cambridge Class (2O9) we had great fun choosing our class book as we had three books hidden in envelopes and
could vote on a book we wanted to read by reading the blurb on the back. We are now reading The Secret Railway by
Wendy Meddour. Lilly says, "This book is so interesting and adventurous!" and Emily says, "I like the part where the
talking mirror tells the children to go on the secret railway! Please continue to read as much as you can at home with your
child. It is just as important for children to hear stories read to them as it is for them to read to you! Thank you for your
continued support.

EARLY YEARS NEWS
This week in EYFS we have been learning about
'friendship'. We read the story 'Something Else',
discussed the characters feelings and thought
about how we could make 'Something Else' feel
happy. On Monday we also introduced the story
'Have you filled a bucket today?' The children
have been thinking carefully about how they could
help fill other people’s invisible buckets! We are
looking forward to hearing all about all the kind
things Early Years children do at home!
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YEAR 1 AUTUMN WALK
Year 1 were autumn detectives this week. They went on an autumn walk and had to find lots of different signs of autumn.
The children found everything except a squirrel but they think that was because they might have been a bit noisy and
frightened them all away!

SCHOOL INFORMATION
ATTENDANCE
CONGRATULATIONS - TO THE AMAZING DONALDSON (EYD) AND MOORE CLASSES – 98.81% attendance – you
are setting the standard and we are very proud of you. Punctuality and good attendance is important to establish positive
habits as children, develop, grow and move on to their next stage.
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YR 6 SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS
Online applications for secondary school admissions are now open and the national closing date for all secondary school
applications is midnight on the 31 October 2019. You can apply for up to 4 schools, putting them in order of preference.
It's in your best interest to list 4 schools. Naming only one school does not guarantee your child a place at that school or
give your child priority for a place over another child, neither does naming a school more than once. For advice call 03000
412121 or email kentonlineadmissions@kent.gov.uk. You can also find lots of information on the following link:https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/secondary-school-places.
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YEAR R ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2020
If you have a child due to start in Year R in September 2020 we would advise that online applications will open on the 5
November 2019 for parents wanting to apply. The closing date is midnight on the 15 January 2020. Applications should,
where possible, be made online using www.kent.gov.uk/ola . Offer day is 16 April 2020 where you will be offered a school
for your child. Please see www.kent.gov.uk/primaryadmissions for full details or contact Mrs Clark in the school office
should you have any enquiries. We are doing tours round the school on Wednesday mornings at 9.30am on 16 October
and 13 and 20 November. Please contact the school office if you would like to book a place on these tours.

BREXIT
There is still uncertainty about BREXIT, but please be reassured we are risk assessing this on a daily basis to ensure the
school will be open, fully staffed and able to provide lunches.
Please could all parents inform us if there are likely to be any problems with transport to/from school or the availability of
essential medicines.
Thank you.

DIARY DATES
Forthcoming events:
Friday 4 October
Parent Forum (9.30am)

Wednesday 30 October
Individual and Sibling Photographs

Friday 18 October
Parent Consultation Bookings Open
End of Term 1

Thursday 31 October
Closing Date for Secondary School Applications

Monday 21 to Friday 25 October
Half Term

Wednesday 6 November
Early Finish (2pm)
Parent/Teacher consultations (2.00-5.00pm)

Monday 28 October
Start of Term 2

Thursday 7 November
Parent/Teacher Consultations (5.00-6.30pm)

SCHOOL DINNER ROTA
w/c 14.10.19
w/c 21.10.19

Year 5, 4, 6
Year 4, 6, 5

PTA NEWS
CHRISTMAS PANTO
The PTA is delighted to announce it will be hosting its first ever panto at the Staplehurst Free Church on 30 November at
6pm.
Tickets to Jack and the Beanstalk will be sold on the school gates, but if you do want to pre-register for tickets, please
send them a message on their Facebook page Staplehurst School PTA or email staplehurstschoolpta@gmail.com.
Prices are:
£7 adult
£5 child
£20 family of 2 adults and 2 children, additional children £2
The PTA is also currently running a prize draw to win two free adult tickets on its Facebook page.
And don't forget to register to support the PTA and your child's education by signing up to Easyfundraising.org.uk - where
you can earn free donations while you shop online.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Events and information about news in the local community will now feature monthly so keep an eye out on next week’s
edition.
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