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NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL NEWS
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
“Children always come first. They are our future.”
Another fantastic week. The highlight of which, for me, had to be the wonderful exhibition of the children’s World
Week learning in our open classroom event on Monday. Thank you to those parents who attended and for sharing
your feedback. Next term, as part of our curriculum enrichment programme we have a Science Week and a WellBeing Week to look forward to – watch this space!
As we approach the festive season we have lots of things coming up - please make sure that you check the key
dates and events on the Newsletter and your ParentMail.
Please note our Winter Weather Arrangements in the event of inclement weather. We always aim to keep the
school open but in the unlikely event we have to close, please ensure you are familiar with how this will be
communicated to you.
Stay warm this weekend!
Miss Davenport
Headteacher

PARENT WORKSHOPS
Thank you to those parents who attended our Maths workshop this morning. We hope you found it useful and informative.
Copies of the presentation slides will be circulated via ParentMail and will also be available from the Latest News section
of the website.

Our next coffee morning workshop will take place on Friday 13 December about Reading. The workshop will be held at
9.15-10.15am in the Infant Hall after the Parents into Read session. We look forward to welcoming you.

2019- 2020 WHOLE SCHOOL PRIORITIES:




To raise and maintain standards in Reading, Writing and Mathematics to ensure we are in line with
national standards
To implement an ambitious curriculum that reflects the vision and values of the school
To further improve parental engagement: improving communication and promoting the school

www.staplehurstschool.co.uk
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Tel: 01580 891765

Please note the school is not responsible for any content or services provided by third parties and cannot be held liable for any inaccuracies, loss or damage that may result from using such information or services.

No 13

Autumn Term

06 December 2019

CHOIR VISITS
Our School Choir performed at Millbrook last weekend. The children all sang beautifully and the patients and staff greatly
appreciated their visit. We would like to particularly thank those parents who were able to offer help to transport the children
to the hospital.

CHRISTMAS TREES
We are grateful to Kingswood Christmas Trees who have given us two fabulous Christmas trees
this year. We would like to thank them and staff and children who have kindly decorated the trees
which are situated in the Junior and Infant Halls.

CURRICULUM NEWS
EARLY YEARS NEWS
This week the children in Early Years have started reading 'Stanley's Stick' and went on a hunt for different types of sticks
around our school grounds. The children then sorted these in different ways and then ordered them using mathematical
language linked to length.
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YEAR 3 – RELIGIOUS STUDIES
On Thursday, 12 December Year 3 will be learning about the Jewish festival of Hanukkah. If any families who will also be
celebrating this festival at home in December would like to get in touch and share their experiences with Year 3 please let
the office know.

YEAR 5 – SCIENCE
This week, Year 5 have been carrying out scientific enquiry to investigate gravity and air resistance.

YEAR 6 LEARN TO JIVE!
This week, 6T travelled back to the 1940s and learned to Jive! They had a fantastic time and everyone put their best foot
forward, twisting, turning and moving to the big band sound!

SCHOOL INFORMATION
SEVERE WEATHER PROCEDURE
The DfE (Department for Education) states that “schools should, wherever possible, stay open in severe weather” and we
recognise that it is important for Staplehurst School to remain open so that parents are able to work and children can
continue to learn. Our fundamental principle is that every effort will be made to ensure that Staplehurst School remains
open even if only limited numbers of children can attend.
In each instance the school will determine:



whether the school site is safe
how many staff are likely to be in

then make a decision based on the safety of children.
If the school is CLOSED we will notify you via ParentMail and also publish a message on our website and Facebook
and Twitter page.
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FOR SALE – TABLE TENNIS TABLES
We have two table tennis tables still for sale – one is brand new and still in the original packaging. The would make an ideal
Christmas present so if anyone would like to buy one we are offering them for £75 each. Buyer must be able to collect.

LUNCH MENUS FOR TERMS 3 AND 4
The new lunch menu for Terms 3 and 4 has been published on our website and the new flyers should be available shortly.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH & FESTIVE JUMPERS
Monday 16 December, is Christmas Lunch Day: please book by Monday, 9 December if your child would like to have a
school lunch. The children are waited on by the staff and there is a very festive atmosphere. Due to high demand parents
are unable to have lunch with their children that day.
The menu will be:
Roast Turkey with a Bacon Wrapped Chipolata and Sage and Onion Stuffing
Roasted Root Vegetable Parcel
Roast Potatoes, Carrots, Peas and Gravy
Traditional Yule Log or Dairy Free Ice Cream
Don’t forget that children may wear a festive style jumper in place of their normal school jumper or cardigan that day.
Children are expected to wear the rest of their uniform as they would normally. Festive jumpers may include a wintery
pattern or an image linked to Christmas. Students are also able to decorate jumpers to create their own festive jumper if
they wish.
Please note this is a fun event for the children to enjoy and we will not be seeking donations. Normal lessons will, of course,
take place on this day.

HELPERS NEEDED - KS2 CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE REHEARSAL
As in previous years, KS2 will be performing at All Saints’ Church on the last day of term. There will be a rehearsal on
Tuesday, 17 December and our Year 2 children would like to go along and watch. However, we need helpers to walk them
to the Church and back, leaving School at approximately 9.15/9.30am and returning around 11.00/11.30. If you are able to
help, please contact the office or one of the Year 2 teachers. Thank you.

YEAR R ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2020
If you have a child due to start in Year R in September 2020, please note that online applications will open on the 5
November 2019 for parents wanting to apply. The closing date is midnight on the 15 January 2020. Applications should,
where possible, be made online using www.kent.gov.uk/ola. Offer day is 16 April 2020 where you will be offered a school
for your child. Please see www.kent.gov.uk/primaryadmissions for full details or contact Mrs Clark in the school office should
you have any enquiries. We are doing one further tour round the school on Wednesday morning at 9.30am on 20 November.
Please contact the school office if you would like to book a place.

ATTENDANCE
CONGRATULATIONS - TO THE AMAZING BENJAMIN (6T) CLASS – 98.77% attendance – you are setting the standard
and we are very proud of you. Punctuality and good attendance are important to establish as positive habits as children,
develop, grow and move on to their next stage.

DIARY DATES
Forthcoming events:
Wednesday 11 December
Infant Nativity Performance to Parents (9.15am)

Saturday 14 December
Choir to sing at Iden Manor Christmas Fayre (2.30pm)

Thursday 12 December
Infant Nativity Performance to Parents (1.45pm)
Choir to sing at Tesco’s, Tenterden (4.15pm)

Monday 16 December
Secret Santa Shop
Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas Lunch

Friday 13 December
Reading Workshop (9.15am)
Secret Santa Shop
Choir to sing at Staplehurst Manor (2pm)

Wednesday 18 December
KS2 Christmas Performance – All Saints Church (am)
Class Parties (pm)
End of Term 2

SCHOOL DINNER ROTA
Year 4 now follow Year 3 into lunch, then Years 5 and 6 rotate weekly.
w/c 09.12.19
w/c 16.12.19

Year 6, 5
Year 5, 6
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PTA NEWS
SECRET SANTA SHOP
Don't forget from the 13th - 16th December children will be able to buy gifts from our Secret Santa shop. If you would like
your child to take part please send them in with £2 per gift (max two gifts, so no more than £4 in total please) before 13th
December. You can send this money into the office earlier to ensure you don't forget, but please make sure it is in an
envelope with your child's name and class written on the front.

PANTO
Thank you to our sponsors JBH Refurbishments and secondary sponsor Co-Op, Cranbrook. we are delighted to announce
that we made £1,273.77 in profit from the panto. Due to the overwhelmingly positive response we will be hosting another
panto next year and will also add a matinee performance. Tickets will go on sale first on our Facebook page Staplehurst
School PTA, so please join if you'd like to be notified.

EASY FUNDRAISING
Don't forget to register to support the PTA and your child's education by signing up to Easyfundraising.org.uk - where you
can earn free donations while you shop online.
Right now there is an Advent Calendar competition where you can win a prize each day for yourself and the school just by
clicking on the promotional page - no spend necessary! Just sign up and choose Staplehurst School PTA as your cause.

Please remember if you would like daily updates about the learning at Staplehurst
join us on twitter @StaplehurstSch.
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