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NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL NEWS
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
“Children always come first. They are our future.”
There has been a real buzz around school this week with new topics underway. I am delighted to share with you
that our children have been actively displaying their independent learning skills and demonstrating such excitement
and pride when explaining their new learning. Curriculum overviews for this term have been sent to all parents;
please use these as a starting point to discuss with your child their learning experiences every day. Following
feedback from parents and children, there will be an open classroom event on Thursday 13 February for your child
to share with you their learning from this term.
This week learning displays around the school have been refreshed; they demonstrate the high standards and
expectations we have for all pupils at Staplehurst. Well done to all the children for their hard work and effort across
the curriculum.
This is a very short half term, with only 19 school days left already! So please do make every effort to ensure your
child achieves 100% attendance.
Have a wonderful weekend!
Miss Davenport
Headteacher

CURRICULUM NEWS
EARLY YEARS – INDEPENDENT LEARNERS
Miss Davenport was delighted to give Margo W and Ethan M in Class EYD a Headteacher Award this week for some
excellent independent work. Margo had been busy making number bonds to 5 and 6 and Ethan wrote a fabulous sentence
about the Rainbow Bird that he thought could have made the nest the children found in class last week.

2019- 2020 WHOLE SCHOOL PRIORITIES:




To raise and maintain standards in Reading, Writing and Mathematics to ensure we are in line with national
standards
To implement an ambitious curriculum that reflects the vision and values of the school
To further improve parental engagement: improving communication and promoting the school
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YEAR 4
Year 4 have been busy this week. In Maths the children created these great posters to show us "What is a fraction?" They
had to show fractions of shape, a set of objects and fraction on a number line as well as challenging themselves to see if
they could show fractions in any other way. The classrooms were buzzing with amazing maths talk and ideas, and the
results were brilliant!

Yesterday Class 4S joined BBC Teach and 500 Words at 11am, for a very special Live Lesson for the 10th anniversary of
the 500 Words story writing competition. The children started thinking about how to write an exciting story for this year’s
competition This year they are celebrating all that 500 Words has achieved over the past decade by travelling through time
and gathering inspiration from amazing stories that defy time and space. The lesson gave top tips and advice on how
children could start their own 500 Words stories and the children started thinking about how they could write an exciting
story for this year’s competition. Ideas included falling into popular computer games, telling stories as animals in the recent
Australian bushfires and being part of history as Vikings!

BOARD GAMES AND PUZZLES CLUB
There was some great team work going on at the Board Games and Puzzles Club for Years 2, 3 and 4 this Wednesday
lunchtime.
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PEER MENTORS
This week our new Peer Mentors took up their roles and were seen in both school playgrounds. Each Peer Mentor has
volunteered to give up two break times every three weeks to help ensure other children in the school feel happy and
included. The Peer Mentors will help lead playground games and be a friend to anyone who needs one. There are 30 Peer
Mentors altogether and four of them were proud to show off their new badges this week.
The scheme will also soon be extended to help children in other aspect of school life, for example, children who struggle to
come into school of a morning could be pared up with a Peer Mentor who will walk in with them and settled them for the
day.

SCHOOL INFORMATION
THANK YOU
We have had a fantastic response to our request for toys, games and puzzles for our Breakfast Club children. We are very
lucky to have such generous families of children at our school and we are grateful for your support. This has already been
much appreciated by our children who attend Breakfast Club in the mornings.

ATTENDANCE
CONGRATULATIONS - TO THE AMAZING FARAH (2H) CLASS – 98.77% attendance – you are setting the standard and
we are very proud of you. Punctuality and good attendance are important to establish as positive habits as children, develop,
grow and move on to their next stage.
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DIARY DATES
Forthcoming events:
Wednesday 22 January
Choir to sing at O2 Young Voices

Friday 7 February
Class 1KS Celebration Assembly (2.30pm)

Friday 24 January
Class 5F Celebration Assembly (2.30pm)

Tuesday 11 February
Safer Internet Day

Friday 31 January
Class 1RS Celebration Assembly (2.30pm)

www.staplehurstschool.co.uk

Thursday 13 February
Open Classroom Event (am)
End of Term 3
Parent Consultations Booking Opens (6pm)
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Friday 14 February
Inset Day – School Closed

Thursday 20 March
Year 5 Trip to Canterbury Museum

Monday 17 – Friday 21 February
Half Term

Monday 16 – Tuesday 24 March
Year 5 Bikeability

17 January 2020

Monday 24 February
Start of Term 4

SEVERE WEATHER PROCEDURE
The DfE (Department for Education) states that “schools should, wherever possible, stay open in severe weather” and we
recognise that it is important for Staplehurst School to remain open so that parents are able to work and children can
continue to learn. Our fundamental principle is that every effort will be made to ensure that Staplehurst School remains
open even if only limited numbers of children can attend.
In each instance the school will determine:



whether the school site is safe
how many staff are likely to be in

then make a decision based on the safety of children.
If the school is CLOSED we will notify you via ParentMail and also publish a message on our website and Facebook
and Twitter page.

Please remember if you would like daily updates about the learning at Staplehurst join us on twitter
@StaplehurstSch.
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