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NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL NEWS
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
“Children always come first. They are our future.”
During these times it is good to see that our PRIDE values remain at the heart of all we do and to have
excellent role models to inspire us to continue with our efforts – check out our message from Courtney
Tulloch this week on Twitter.
Communication is very important to us and many thanks to the parents and carers who attended our Zoom
Parent Forum this week. As always you bring great ideas and suggestions as to how we develop our home
learning. We have included your questions and our responses in this newsletter. Remember next week
teachers will be adding videos to support and further encourage your children with their home learning.
As part of our phased return to school we review our current systems and procedures weekly to ensure that
we maintain the level of safety required and to evaluate how we can continue to expand the number of
children we have at school. Next week we are looking forward to welcoming our Year 1 children. As our
systems have worked very well we are considering how we extend our Year 6 transition offer and celebrate
their time at Staplehurst. I will write to Year 6 parents next week to outline our plans.
Have a good weekend.
Best wishes,
Miss Davenport
Headteacher

CURRICULUM NEWS
PARENT FORUM FEEDBACK
Thank you to parents who were able to attend our Parent Forum via Zoom yesterday. As always your views are truly
valued as they allow us to further improve the quality of education at our school. Thank you for you thoughtful feedback
and ideas as we plan ahead for September. Please see below some of the comments raised yesterday and how we
responded.
You asked

Our response

Update requested on provision of online learning via
video lessons

From 15 June, teachers will be presenting some work via
videos as we move into teaching new concepts and not
just embedding previous learning.

Concern that reading levels are not challenging and more
guidance is needed

We have been considering how we can enable the
children to access books and hope to find a practicable
solution. Watch this space!

What additional cleaning is taking place?

In addition to the usual cleaning that takes place every
day, hot spots (door handles, etc) are being cleaned at
lunchtime and the children are timetabled to wash hands
regularly. Children are not allowed to move around the
building which avoids a lot of surface touching. As usual,
a deep clean will take place over the summer holidays.
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Our response


How is the school preparing returning year groups?





Can more sessions be offered to Year 6?


There have been rumours of summer school to enable
children to catch up. Also, will there be a summer
provision for key worker children?

Year 1 will return for half days for the first week from
Monday: Early Years will be back full time. Home
Learning is mirrored in school in the mornings.
Afternoons are spent doing art, topic work or PE. The
children have found it tiring returning to school so the
part time approach has worked well.
Mental health and well-being is paramount and has
been a top priority for us even before lockdown.
There is a very relaxed atmosphere in school and
transitions have been very successful so far.
Documents have been sent to parents detailing what
is different at school but it’s also important to focus
on what has not changed.
We would love to open more sessions for Year 6, but
the reality is that it is not possible taking into account
staffing levels and the guidance that we should
prioritise Year R and 1. In addition, the three Key
Worker Groups are almost at capacity and we need
to have staffing resources in place should more
children require places as parents return to work.
We are looking to extend the provision and planning
for end of year celebrations: parents will be informed
about this next week.

The Government has not confirmed the concept of
summer school but gaps in learning cannot be closed in
six weeks of summer school. However, we are exploring
provision for key worker children in the summer but it
may not be on the school site.



How is the school going to prepare for the children to
return in September?



We are currently preparing for a normal return to
school in September. Transition arrangements will be
circulated next Friday. Where possible, class
teachers will move up with their existing class. Where
this cannot be achieved, children will have a familiar
TA with them.
Two other models are also being looked at. One
where the school remains largely as it is currently
arranged, possibly with less stringent social
distancing and/or larger groupings. The other is a
hybrid arrangement similar to that being modelled in
Wales, whereby there could be alternating groups in
school at different times.
The Curriculum Working Party is currently looking at
the key skills that will need to be addressed in
September. This will be embedded during Term 1
and possibly longer if needed.

CELEBRATION AWARDS
This week we are proud to celebrate the learning and achievements of:
EYD
EYG

Jessica for making fantastic progress with her handwriting and high frequency words.
Home Learning: Mia for making a fantastic farm and for doing a mini-beast hunt.
Evan for his fabulous maths and writing this week.
Home Learning: Tilly for fabulous phonics home learning.

1RS

Ollie for engaging wholeheartedly with home learning, doing both core and optional tasks.

1KS

Iris for completing her home learning tasks to a high standard.

2H

Anabelle for settling in so well to Farah Class and working extremely hard on her home learning.
Anabelle (KS1 Bubble) for starting her journey at Staplehurst School with much enthusiasm and hard work!
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2O

Tegan for putting great effort into her home learning and working hard in her Maths work about money this
week!

3C

Harvey for putting 110% into all of his home learning and showing great resilience.

3F

Eloise for a great effort continuing with her home learning on Purple Mash every day.

4H

Amelie for asking questions to help her show resilience in her home learning. This has helped her write a
wonderful action sequence this week so well done!

4S

Albert for fabulous maths reasoning and brilliant effort in writing.
Erin (Year 3/4 Bubble) for her effort in all subjects.

5C

Gabriella for her conscientious approach to her home learning and consistently producing work of a good
standard.

5F

Tyler for his effort and hard work towards consistently doing his best with his home learning.

6L

Joshua for the truly brilliant and inspiring effort that he has put into his online learning, especially his superb
spelling!
Ben (Year 5/6 Bubble) for making Mrs Fairley and Mrs Humphrey laugh all week.

6T

Robin for always putting in an outstanding level of effort in his home learning, showing a diligent,
conscientious attitude every day.

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL SITE
To introduce their new topic EYFS children enjoyed exploring our school grounds looking for mini-beasts. The children
were very excited to see a dragonfly!

Early Years also enjoyed listening to the Spike Milligan poem:
Today I saw a little worm,
Wriggling on his belly,
Perhaps he’d like to come inside
And see what’s on the telly?
The children talked about how they could change the poem and then had a go at performing it with their own actions!
Here’s Bertie’s poem and we shared a lovely video of his performance on Twitter!
Today I saw a little worm,
slithering on his tummy,
Perhaps he’d like to come inside,
And meet my Mummy?
In the KS1 Key Worker bubble, the children have been looking at the parts of our favourite mini-beasts and created clay
models too!
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Today, the children created ladybird pebbles! The KS1 group have had a busy week of making webs, 3D models and
painting! They have been a super team for their teachers.

The Year 3/4 Key Worker bubble started their learning on plants this week by getting into the school garden and weeding!
The children enjoyed getting their hands dirty and learned that plants have 4 main parts - roots, stems, leaves and flowers.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS IN SCHOOL
Whilst we like to celebrate with our children when it’s their birthday unfortunately, in the current situation, we ask that you
do not bring in sweets or cakes to share with other children in their class.

THE MAUDSLEY CHARITY RESOURCES
This has been a difficult time for many families. If you would like some ideas with supporting negative emotions and difficult
behaviour, please take a look at the link below:
https://maudsleycharity.org/familiesunderpressure/

FREE SCHOOL MEALS DURING CORONAVIRUS CLOSURES
If you have experienced a change in family circumstance, that could now make your family eligible for Free School Meals,
fill in the form at https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/kent/. It’s quick and easy and, if you qualify, you will be added to
our list to receive supermarket vouchers.
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