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NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL NEWS
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
“Children always come first. They are our future.”
As we approach the end of our first transition week it is a joy to see how our children have adapted to the
learning environment, and started to rebuild positive relationships during their sessions. Thank you to so
many parents who have supported this process and attended our meet the teacher Zoom meetings.
Parents surveys need to be completed by Tuesday, 21 July.
We have all had different experiences with lockdown and I know all of you have engaged incredibly well
with home learning, but nonetheless I know many will be as delighted as we are that we are all returning
in September.
When we open we will maintain many of the safety measures that have worked so well during the last few
months. However, new Government guidance gives us slightly more flexibility.
From September:







All children across all year groups will be expected to attend;
Pupils will continue to wash their hands regularly;
Bubbles will be in year groups; to enable the delivery of a broad curriculum and essential movement
there will be minimal crossing of bubbles;
We are planning for staggered start/finish times and break/lunch times to minimise contact;
For the start of term, we will have packed lunches and are working with our catering team to provide
alternatives;
We plan to have breakfast and after school clubs.

In addition to the safety measures, we also have plans in place to support the emotional well-being and
secure the academic progress of all children. We know that despite the excellent online home learning,
there will be learning gaps to be filled therefore we have planned a ‘recovery’ curriculum for the autumn
term. We will re-establish relationships, core routines and our school values – the foundations of wellbeing and good learning. Through a broad curriculum core knowledge and skills will be delivered with a
focus on high quality learning outcomes.
Next week we have our final Parent Forum (Thursday 16 July 2020 at 1.30pm); this will allow us to listen
to your feedback and discuss any questions that you may have.
Enjoy your weekend and we look forward to seeing many more children next week!
Best wishes,
Miss Davenport
Headteacher
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TREE DONATION FROM DAVID WILSON HOMES
To celebrate the re-opening of schools in June, local house builder David Wilson Homes gifted an English Oak tree and
children’s gardening spade to the school. The tree-planting activity has helped to encourage mindful outdoor learning, as
the children will continue to water their new tree and watch it grow. We are so grateful to David Wilson Kent for this
donation, it is a great way to teach the children the importance of protecting the environment. Particularly at this time, we
are encouraging our pupils to spend time outdoors, so it is fantastic that they can now take part in enjoyable activities like
tree-planting.

CURRICULUM NEWS
HEADTEACHER COMMENDATIONS
The end of year Headteacher commendations for 2019-20 are:
EYD
EYG
1RS
1KS
2H
2O
3C

Ella V
Jessica B
Elio G
Hannah O
Max H
Alec H
Tilly W

3F
4H
4S
5C
5F
6L
6T

Evie B
Ellie N
Ollie H
Gladys S
Elsa H
Jacob H
Annabel H

CELEBRATION AWARDS
This week we are proud to celebrate the learning and achievements of:
EYD

Ayan for trying hard with his writing this week.
Home learning: Isla for continuing to try hard with a range of home learning activities.

EYG

Jasmine for her brilliant bee fact sheet writing.
Home Learning: Ryan for his addition work in maths.

1RS

Bertie for engaging with home learning and posting comments on our Year 1 blogs.

1KS

Gethin for great effort during phonics sessions.

2H

Jake for his excellent research on Egypt and the River Nile during literacy this week.

2O

Sophie for excellent reasoning in her Maths problems!

3C

Casey for some AMAZING Varjak writing and Immy for putting her all into every piece of home learning she
does.

3F

Evie for continuing to put 100% into her home learning every day.

4H

Luca for increasing his effort to produce an excellent quality of work.

4S

Diya for excellent work in maths and English and Lylah for commitment to home learning.

5C

Poppy H for her good use of language in her very persuasive letter about plastic pollution.

5F

Eva for her well written formal persuasive letter about plastic pollution, which also included semi-colons.

6L

Rio for his superb questions and ideas during our Year 6 transition sessions.
Skye (Key Worker Bubble 3) for her positivity and for working hard with her maths learning.

6T

Florrie for consistently putting in high levels of effort to her home learning and showing a positive attitude
during transition sessions in school.
Joshua S (Key Worker Bubble 1) for setting a super example to the rest of his younger cohort and for working
well independently.
Fin (Key Worker Bubble 3) for his enthusiastic attitude towards learning and making friends.
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL SITE
This week Year 1 have enjoyed exploring texture. They have rubbed different objects and created their own pictures from
the rubbings.

This week, the Year 3/4 Bubble took part in a weights and measures scavenger hunt around school, looking for items
from nature of different sizes, lengths and weights. We had lots of great discussion and enjoyed being outside exploring.
Afterwards, we made framed pictures using the things we had collected.
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This week the Year 5/6 Bubble have been learning about global warming. As part of their art lesson they were blending
different shades of blue, green and yellow to create a beach scene, before using their hands to make footprint marks on
the sand.

Class 3F returned to school this week, to meet their Year 4 teaching team (Miss Cook and Mrs Craig). They enjoyed
playing with their classmates, talking about Year 4 and doing some painting for their new classroom. There were lots of
happy faces from both the children and the adults.

SCHOOL READING BOOKS
Please return any reading books from the Book Exchange or any school library books that you have at home next week.
There will be boxes in the shelter every day from 9.00am until 2.45pm.

END OF YEAR GIFTS FOR STAFF
We know that many of you like to thank your teachers, and say goodbye to those that are leaving, with gifts.
There is no pressure or expectation that you have to, but should you want to, a table for gifts will be left out by the
playground at drop-off and pick up on Monday 20 July.
Please make sure that items are clearly and securely labelled.

ISLA’S LITTER PICK
We are very proud of Isla in 1RS who is currently fundraising for Plastic Ocean UK. She has been collecting bags of litter
from the local area and has already smashed her fundraising target and raised over £1,000. If you would like to donate,
her just giving page is: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/islasbigclean

WATER SAFETY
Looking for a way of educating and entertaining young people during these challenging times, while at the same time
teaching fundamental water safety skills? Want to build in time to prepare your young people with beach and water safety
skills ahead of the summer? Then why not take advantage of our free water safety teaching activities, that are available
to you now and throughout the summer term.
https://rnli.org/youth-education/water-safety-from-home

FREE SCHOOL MEALS DURING CORONAVIRUS CLOSURES
If you have experienced a change in family circumstance, that could now make your family eligible for Free School Meals,
fill in the form at https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/kent/. It’s quick and easy and, if you qualify, you will be added to
our list to receive supermarket vouchers.

SUMMER HOLIDAY NEWS
STAPLEHURST SUMMER PLAY SCHEME
We have been advised that sadly, the Summer Play Scheme that usually takes place over 3 weeks in the summer holidays
will not be operating this year. If you are looking for summer holiday provision, Harlequin After School Club will be running
through the holidays.

www.staplehurstschool.co.uk

Email: office@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk

Tel: 01580 891765

Please note the school is not responsible for any content or services provided by third parties and cannot be held liable for any inaccuracies, loss or damage that may result from using such information or services.

No 36

Summer Term

10 July 2020

STAPLEHURST MONARCHS FOOTBALL.
There are spaces available for boys and girls who want to join the Mini Monarchs football sessions on Saturday mornings
from September. You must be in Years 1 & 2 in September 2020.
Additionally the popular FA Wildcats Girls Football Centre is now running socially distanced fun football sessions for girls
on Wednesday evenings. The sessions are open to all girls between 5-11 age who want to have a go at football. Spaces
are limited due to current guidelines & need to be booked in advance.
For further information on either the Mini Monarchs or the Wildcats please contact the club via their Facebook page or
email smufc1@yahoo.co.uk.

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS
If you are looking for childcare options or fun, outdoor activities for your children in the Summer Holidays, Summer Sports
Camps are running a 3-day holiday course in Cranbrook in August. See flyer attached with this week’s Newsletter.
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