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NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL NEWS

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
“Children always come first. They are our future.”

Dear Parents & Carers,
I am so proud our children’s attitude to learning: they are proving that no matter what
restrictions are in place, they are able to not only cope, but thrive.This week, our afterschool clubs have returned; many thanks to all staff for providing these opportunities to
our children.
October sees the start of Black History Month - at Staplehurst we will be celebrating
this by recognising the significant contribution that Black Britons have made to our
nation. Over the forthcoming term, children will be learning about iconic figures from
History, as well as the achievements of those who have shaped our country’s culture.
At Staplehurst School listening to, and understanding the views of our children and
parents is very important to us, as this allows us to address any issues swiftly and to
further develop and broaden the opportunities that we provide. On Thursday 22nd
October, we will be holding our first Zoom Parent’s forum of this academic year – please
join us to share and discuss your views (details of how to attend will follow).
Have a restful weekend.

Miss Davenport
Headteacher
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CURRICULUM NEWS
EARLY YEARS
This week during our maths sessions in Early Years we have been thinking about bigger, smaller,
more and less.
We found all sorts of ways to show things that are bigger and smaller, then on Thursday we had a
visit from a big teddy bear and a small teddy bear who had mixed up their picnic!
Luckily we were able to give each bear the correct picnic by looking at the sizes of the plates and
spoons etc. and making sure the big bear got the big picnic items and the little bear got the small
ones.

YEAR 1
We have been busy in Science this week looking at different materials.
students have looked at different materials around the classroom and sorted
objects by what they are made from. Some objects were tricky because they
were made from more than one material!

YEAR 2
We enjoyed learning about local habitats and micro-habitats in their Science lessons this week.
We explored our school grounds and found worms, spiders, ants and woodlice!
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YEAR 4
Year 4 took their literacy lesson outside today, to develop their skills at writing clear and concise
directions. They needed to include prepositions, fronted adverbials and compass point. They
enjoyed the sunshine and working with their partner to complete their work

They have also been investigating how to make simple series circuits as part of their learning in
science.

YEAR 6
This week, year 6 have been putting their watercolour skills to use by painting in the style of the
‘Journey’ illustrator Aaron Becker. They've been carefully blending colours and experimenting with
different brush strokes and techniques to create texture and depth in their paintings.
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MUSIC

Children had a visit from Mr Parry who showed them the different instruments that they could learn to
play in school. They loved to hear instruments that they haven't heard being played before!

Andrew Parry Music are pleased to inform you that they have availability for Piano, Guitar and Drum
Kit lessons at Staplehurst this academic year. If you are interested, please visit their website
www.andrewparrymusic.com or email andrewparrymusic@gmail.com and they will be happy to help!
We appreciate that learning an instrument can be costly. Please use this link to see the funding
available from Kent Music School, to be used for instrumental lessons in school. Instruments are
also available to borrow from them to practice on at home.
https://www.kent-music.com/app/uploads/Financial-Assistance-Scheme-Information-and-Criteria-from-Sept-2020August-2021.pdf

Attendance Matters – Every Day Counts

Can you believe we have been back for a month already? It’s great to see all our families arriving on
time ready for the school day.
As a school we have managed to achieve over 94% attendance since the start of September. Well
done all.
A school year is made up of 190 days.
To achieve over 95% pupils must not have more than 9 days [18 sessions] absent.
Did you know missing just one session [half day per week] can lead to your child’s attendance falling
below 90% this is equivalent of 20 days [40 sessions] absent over a school year.
We do understand that certain illness and medical appointments are unavoidable.
The Kent LASLO [Local Authority Schools Liaison Officer] Team can become involved if we are
concerned about a pupil’s attendance. Any child with attendance below 90% is officially recorded as
PA [Persistent Absentee]
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Punctuality
Just a reminder all pupils should arrive at school between 8.35-8.50am
If you arrive late you will receive Late Code [L] – Before close of register 8.51 –
8.59am
If you arrive after 9am you will receive Code [U] – After close of register
Please remember: Code [U] will impact on your child’s overall attendance as it is classed as an
unauthorised absence.
We want to thank you for arriving promptly this term, it helps your child to settle into the day and be
ready for learning.
Continuing to work together will help ensure that all the children’s attendance remains good. We very
much hope that you will support us to try achieve our aim even in these strange new times.
Keep up the great work and stay safe.

Bonny Sullivan - Family Liaison Officer
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