No 17

Spring Term

22/01/2021

STAPLEHURST SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Additional Info/Key Dates
~ Celebration Assemblies
Monday, Jan 25, Year 3 (2.30pm)

Dear Parents & Carers,
Here we are at the end of the third week of
lockdown and remote learning. I would like to
thank the teachers for their hard work in creating
instructional videos and support materials, and
all our children and families for your incredible
commitment to establishing remote learning
routines: logging in daily to Purple Mash,
completing tasks in your blended learning books
and uploading your completed work. Next week
please use your daily exercise as an opportunity
to exchange your reading books; while we are
providing daily reading tasks, there is nothing
better than a real book to read.
A huge thank you to the staff in school, who are
also undertaking an incredible job whilst making
sure we all stay safe, and to parents for your
positive comments: we really appreciate them
and it encourages our team who are working so
hard… keep them coming!
This week Mr. Williams-Jones and I have
thoroughly enjoyed seeing everyone at the year
group assemblies. It has been wonderful to
reconnect our school community and to share
some light hearted moments with you all, which I
know we all miss. Please encourage your child to
use the pupil blog as this allows your child to
remain in touch with their friends safely.

Tuesday. Jan 26, Year 5 (2.30pm)
Wednesday, Jan 27, EYFS (10.00am) &
Year 4 (2.30pm)
Thursday, Jan 28, Year 6 (2.30pm)
Friday, Jan 29, Year 2 (2.30pm) & Year 1 (10.00am)
Please can parents and carers be reminded that these
assemblies are for the children, and that those in school
receive a separate assembly to celebrate their learning. As
such, parents of children at home will not join – this is in line
with their key critical worker commitments.
~ Reading book collection times: Fridays between 10:00

– 11:00 only
HALF TERM
~ The Local Authority has advised that school will be closed
for all children during the half term break.
~ Half term starts: Thursday, Feb 11 (end of school day)
~NO SCHOOL: Friday, Feb 12 (INSET Day)

CONCENTRIC CIRCLES
Year 5 have been learning about the life and work of
Wassily Kandinsky in art. Inspired by his work, they had a
go at producing their own "Concentric Circles" with great
results. More photos in next page.

Kind regards
Miss Davenport and the Senior Leadership Team
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MORE CONCENTRIC CIRCLES

PIRATE SHIP
In Year 2, we have been identifying and labelling the different parts of a pirate ship. We also learnt about the functions
of these parts. Over the next few weeks we will plan, design and create our own pirate
ships!
PIRATES

REPEATING PATTERS
This week, children in year six have been carrying out some investigative maths,
using modelling and systematic working to find patterns and solutions to problems.
Yesterday, they were finding algebraic equations for repeating patterns using matchsticks
and lollipop sticks to model their working.

DESCRIPTVE LANGUAGE
This week in English, year 5 have been using descriptive language
to describe a setting based upon the book Cosmic. They also used their
imaginations and the text to design and describe The Possibility Building, a
huge structure featured in the book; look at their amazing work.
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STORY TELLING
Year 1 have been showing great determination and
independence this week as they write their own
adapted stories based on Where the Wild Things Are.
First they adapted their own story maps. Then they
start to write their stories. They have been
remembering to use capital letters, full stops, adjectives
and the conjunction and. The Year 1 teaching team are
so proud of all they have achieved. We know that some
of you have got achy hands this week from all your
wonderful writing! Here are some examples of the superb
work that children have been sending in.

An adapted Story Map by
Tilly

The Opening and Rising
Action of a story by
Fuschia

COMPARING WEIGHTS & BIRD WATCHING
This week in EYFS we have been comparing weight, finding out which objects were heaviest and
lightest. We have used some very inventive ways of comparing different objects around our homes!
We are also enjoying learning about
birds, taking some time to observe the
different birds in our gardens and
designing and making bird feeders.

YEAR 5 HISTORY
Year 5's History Topic question this term is How Has Life Expectancy Changed
Over Time? To help answer this question we looked at how the Ancient Greeks
influenced medical practices and then put our knowledge together in posters and
fact files. Look at this fantastic piece of work by Ellie in 5W!

YEAR 5 HISTORY
In Art, Year 4 Designed Bronze Vessels inspired by the Shang Dynasty. They learned
about the process that was used in their construction too, which was advanced for it's
time. We loved looking at these intricate designs. Well done Year 4!
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YEAR 5
YEAR 3 HISTORY & ART
Year 3 and 4 bubble have combined their History and Art to design and create a Roman shield. Mrs Askew and Mrs
Kesshan enjoyed watching their creations come alive in battle.

PRIDE CERTIFICATE FOR SCHOOL BUBBLES

EYFS Bubble:
The child we have chosen for this week’s PRIDE certificate is Ronnie Gasson for always embracing new activities and
learning whilst also being a positive role model at all times.
Y1/2 Bubble:
Luca Stephenson, for working so hard in all of his lessons. Luca is always ready to learn and uses resources around
him to help him with his work, a great role model for independence.
Y3/4 Bubble:
The 3/4 bubble certificate goes to Matthew White for exceptional work in class, especially on his spellings.
He has been very positive and helpful to everyone in class this week and a joy to have in the bubble.
Y5/6 Bubble:
Our certificate this week goes to Aiden McBean for the energy and determination he brings to his learning and always
having a smile.
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PRIDE CERTIFICATE WINNERS
EYKR

Jesse for continued perseverance and hard work in his home learning.

EYG

Florence for her positive engagement in home learning, working hard in all areas and particularly on her
letter formation and handwriting.

1A

Robert is fully engaged in home learning. He consistently sends in excellent pieces of work. Robert regularly
comments on the 2Dos about how he found the work. Recently Robert found using number lines tricky in
maths, but he didn’t give up, he showed determination by putting in some extra learning to make sure he
understood properly. Well done Robert.

1SS
2S
2O

Cora has shown such positive engagement in home learning. She has presented her work as written work,
quizzes, photos and Mash Cam videos. It has been wonderful to see her enthusiasm and enjoyment through
her online comments. What a star!
Sebastian for outstanding home learning - going above and beyond in all subjects. Even when he has found
things difficult, he has tried his hardest. Keep it up!
Riley for his excellent effort and determination in all of his home learning, especially his reading
comprehension activities!

3S

Romey has been working really hard this week. She has been challenging herself in maths and literacy, making
sure to ask for help if she is stuck. Romey has also been showing her fantastic understanding of texts in
her daily reading activity. Well done!

3HS

Molly for her outstanding positive attitude to her learning. She completes all tasks with a great deal of pride in
her work and engages beautifully with the home learning and class blogs. We are really very proud of you
Molly, well done.

4LC

Betsy for taking her time to think about and complete tasks and consistently producing home learning to a very
high standard.

4NC

Jimmy for tackling all of his home learning with enthusiasm and really setting the standard with his Times
Tables!

5W

Arthur for showing effort and determination in his home learning, particularly in his writing - keep it up Arthur.

5S

Daisy for effort and engagement in all areas of home learning - well done.

6F

Eva for me this week. For always giving 100% in her work and for demonstrating her enthusiasm for learning
at all times.

6T

Charlie for consistently participating in every lesson, sharing his work and having a go at challenges.

COMMUNITY NEWS
There’s just 2 weeks until #ChildrensMentalHealthWeek, and it’s not too late
to get involved! Download@Place2Be’s free resources for schools,
fundraising guides, and top tips for parents, children and young people on
how to ‘Express Yourself’: childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/

Staplehurst Parish Council are pleased to announce the re-opening of the Community Hub during this lockdown.
The hub will open every Tuesday between 11am-1pm.
They offer basic food parcels for anyone facing financial hardship.
Please do not suffer silently. These are difficult and strange times we find ourselves in.
If you need a little extra support they will be only too willing to help.
Please contact Mandy Riordan on 07966 273024 for further details or if you prefer you can contact Bonny Sullivan,
School Family Liaison Officer 01580 891765
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We have registered for the Royal Academy of Art's Young Artists' Summer Show. The Summer Show is a open submission
exhibition for students age 5-19 where entries are judged by a panel of artists. Selected artworks will be displayed online and onsite at the Royal Academy. It is free to enter and you can submit up to three pieces of work of any type or medium. Parents need
to upload entries at https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/ by April 26th 2021 where they can also find futher information
about the competition.

Your Local School needs you?
The School is looking for members of the community to join its friendly and dedicated Governing Body. We currently have
two vacancies and would like to encourage anyone who is interested to get in touch to consider the possibility of
becoming co-opted governors.
The role is voluntary, and no special qualifications are needed although candidates with certain skill sets may be given
preference. The most important thing is to have a keen interest in the school and to be able to play an active part in the
Governing Body’s work.
If you are interested and would like more information or an informal chat about what the role involves, please contact the
school on 01580 891765 (term time only) or email clerktogovernors@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk.
Please be aware that, because Governors have access to children, an application for an Enhanced Criminal Record
Certificate will need to be made on appointment.
Chris Roome
Chair of Governors
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