Staplehurst School Newsletter -
No.35- Summer Term



News from the Senior Team

Dear Parents and Carers

What a fantasticweek we have had, notonly lovely British summer weather, but the entire school is
filled with magnificent singing as the children prepareto celebrate Traveller History month next
weekinassembly, and ourYear6 pupils prepare forwhatis undoubtedly going to be the most
phenomenal production to date!

It was wonderfulto see all teachers with their new classes this afternoon as part of our on-going
transition thisterm. Next weekthey will movetotheirnew classroomsforasessionand spendtime
completingatransition activity. Youwill be emailed regarding pick up arrangements.

Nextweek we have quite afew trips and exciting eventsin school. Please look out for updates on
our social mediaandfollow us @ https://twitter.com/StaplehurstSch

We are all looking forward to seeingyou atthe summerdisco and of course our PTA Summer Fair
tomorrow. Thankyou in advance to everyone who has worked so hard to make this a wonderful
eventforour school community.

Wishingyou all a wonderful weekend

Miss Davenportand the SeniorLeadership Team



Pride Month

This month, we are celebrating Pride month. We have discussed what LGBTQ+ stands for, how Pride
monthis celebrated across the world, and why they use a rainbow as their community symbol. The
children learntthatfamilies are all differentanditis ok to be differenttoyourfriends. We are
encouraging childrento celebratethis monthin theirreading- by choosing books to read with a main
character whois different tothem.



Pride Certificates 24th June 2022

NAME CLASS REASON
Daniel Daniel has been really helpful in class this week, independently tidying up. He has also tried
Smith EYG | really hard with his writing, hearing and writing the sounds in his Farmer Duck speech bubble,
Well done Daniel.
Sebhastian has had a fantastic week, he showed determination and perseverance when creating
Sebastian eykg | " obstacle course inspired by the book we have been reading in class. He worked as part of a
Richardson team and thought hard to problem solve and find solutions. He has also made good choices all
week and been a good, kind friend. Amazing Seb! Well done!
In a week where the whole class worked very hard writing their story about Polonius the Pit Pony,
Ross Smith 1c Ross has gone above and beyond by transforming his writing. Itis now smaller, neater, with clear
finger space and it is much easier to read his interesting sentences and imaginative ideas! Well
done Ross!
Daniel This week Daniel has been a fantastic role model to his peers and has consistently demonstrated
oo 18 all of the PRIDE Values. He has shown a positive attitude to all areas of leaming and has
g approached all tasks with great enthusiasm. Well done, Daniel.
Maisie Maisie has worked extremely hard in Literacy. She has applied the features of a letter
Malcolm 2SS | independently and chosen exciting vocabulary. Her writing has been a pleasure to read. Well
done Maisie, keep up the great writing!
Ethan This week Ethan has worked hard to write a personal recount. He included all of the grammatical
Mavhaw 28 features we have taught including exclamations. Ethan has had a really positive attitude towards
Y writing this week. Well done Ethan!
Neel Navak 3s This week Neel has demonstrated respect towards his peers and adults in the classroom. He
Y has shown fantastic listening and great focus when working! Well done Neel!
Gus Impresses me daily with his positive, enthusiastic and determined attitude towards his
Gus Weiss 3G leaming. He has been working extremely hard this term on his writing and the targets which |
have set him and this is apparent in the work that he is producing. Well done Gus!
Minnie has had another fantastic week. She always displays our PRIDE values and has such a
Minnie aw positive attitude to her leaming. This week, Minnie has produced great graphs work in both Maths
Parson and Science presenting her work clearly and displaying information about the plants found on
the school grounds. Well done Minnie!
This week Annalise has shown a positive attitude to her maths and English work. She has
Annalise ac worked very hard at reading and interpreting graphs in maths. In English, Annalise has tried her
Wilson best at considering the feelings of the main character in our story to write a diary entry. Well
done!
Scarlett This week, Scarlett was an excellent role model to the class, particularly in PE, where she made
Whiti 5K some amazing contributions to the lesson and helped others. She has also tried really hard with
na her handwriting this week, and her grammar in English. Well done Scarlett!
Kai Kai has put so much effort into his work this week, we are really impressed with him. He has
Gervinski 5R been determined to improve his reading and been working hard on his decoding. He has also
worked hard in his maths. A super week, well done Kai!
Arthur
Manners s i ; ; ;
This week we would like to celebrate the fantastic enthusiasm that Arthur and Rhys are
showcasing during our end of year production rehearsals. They have been bringing a contagious
Rhys amount of energy to our singing practise and read-throughs. Well done, Arthur and Rhys!
6T

Heaslip




-
s

YEAR 1

Thisweekin EYFS we have been continuing our work on farms, on the story of Farmer Duck

Thisweekin EYFS we have continued ourlearning about farms. Lastweek we beganlookingatthe
story of Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell and ourhome learning task last weekend was to see how
helpful we could be athome. We saw some wonderful examples of the children helpingathome,
emptyingthe dishwasher, preparing vegetables, cleaning windows and many others. We hope the
children continue to be helpful goingforward! Inschool we wrote character descriptions of the
farmerfromthe story as well as speech bubbles for the poorduck.

To link with our work on positional language in maths, we used the story of Rosie's Walk. During
continuous provision, we built obstacle courses to demonstrate the language used in the book -
under, over, across, around and through. The children worked togethersharingtheirideasand
testingtheirideas. Theyeven created apondand a windmill from the illustrationsinthe story. Next

week we will be going on ourschool trip to the Rare Breeds centre where we will experience areal
farm.

Thisweek we alsowelcomed our new EYFS childreninto school forastay and play session and story.
We hope the children enjoyed theirvisitand we are looking forward to meeting them again soon.






Year 1

Year 1 have started learningabout money! We had coins that we sorted in to groups according to
theirsize, shape and colour. Then we ordered them from smallest to largest size, and then from
smallesttogreatestvalue. We then had a go at making different values with the coins we had.




Year 2

For Design & Technology, Year 2 have been busylearningabout the parts of fruitthat we eatand
how to prepare them for eating. Thisweek they learnt different skills for preparing apples. These
included grating, peeling, dicing, coringand slicing. Year 2 also found out different grips for keeping
theirfingers safe when cutting and chopping. These were the 'bridge grip'and the 'claw grip'. They
also discussed the importance of washing theirhands and cleaning all equipment. Great fun was had

by all!















Year 3

YEAR 3

Thisterm we have been learningthe key techniquesin tennis. We have beenlearningtounderarm

throw, accurately and hitthe ball with our rackets. It was tricky gettingthe powerand speedrightto
ensure our ball wentto our partner.






Year 4

YEAR 4

Thisweek children have been introduced to the book Varjak Paw by SF Said in literacy. Afterreading
chapters1 and 2 children had the opportunity to take part in a role play activity to consider the
feelings of the characters they had beenintroducedto. Workingin groups of 6, children each took
on the roles of Varjak Paw, mother, father, Julius, Jasmine and Elder Paw to consider how they each
feltwhenthe strangers arrived at the house. Childrenthen wrote ashort paragraph explaining how
2 charactersfelt, which they then used to help them write ashort diary entry.






Year 5

YEAR 5

Thisterm in Geography, Year 5 are learning about how mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes
impacthumanlife. In our lesson this week, we were looking specifically at the impact that volcanoes
have on human life, both socially and economically. We looked at two case studies: the 1972
eruption of Mount Eldfell in Hiemaey, Iceland, and 1995 eruption on Montserratin the Caribbean.

These two eruptions had majorimpacts on society and the economy of the surrounding areas, and
we explored the similarities and differences in the aftermath of the eruptions.










Year 6

On Monday, Alvin Shaw (alocal magistrate) visited our Year 6 pupils totalk to them about the
processes and procedures connected to our law system and the consequences of breaking the law.
The children were asked to explore the concepts of rules, freedom and punishment before finding
out what happenswhen anyone overthe age of ten commits a crime.

“During our workshop I learntabout jury service which is something 1 didn’t know anything about
before. | now know that you can be called forjury service atany time when you are over the age of
18. It was all really interesting! My favourite part of the morning was looking at the photos of the
court room and finding out about the differentjobs people have there.” — Oscar



On Tuesday, the Year 6s took part in a transition workshop. Throughout the workshop the children
explored common worries associated with starting secondary school. They then discussed strategies
that can be used to help alleviatesuch worries.

“I found the advice about how to make friends at secondary school really useful. One thing | want to

try isjoininganew club in Year 7. By joiningaclub, you will meet peoplethat have similarinterests
to you.”— Noah

“I found the breathing techniques session really useful and lam sure they will help me if everlfeel
stressed.”—Hannah




On Wednesday, Year 6 were visited by the police.

“I really liked the police workshop because they told us lots of interesting things about the service
that | did not know before. | now know the police officerwhoislinked to the secondary school lam

goingto. My highlight was getting to touch the handcuffs and body protection vest which protects
the personwearingitfrombeinginjured if they are attacked.” - Lilly

“I enjoyed the police officervisiting because 1) | didn’t know that we had school police officersand
2) | founditinterestinglooking atall the equipmentthey use as part of theirjob.” —Ellie







1 - There was a very special assembly on Thursday morning. Steven, our school guitar and ukulele teacher played lots of
familiar riffs and songs, including "Shotgun" by George Ezra, which we all sang along to. Then two of his pupils, Max and
Lilly, showed us their talents. It was very impressive.

We now have just a few spaces left for children to learn instruments in school, starting in September. Please contact Mrs
Seal, our Music Lead Teacher (pseal@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk) if your child is keen to learn and she can give you an idea of
the cost involved. We currently offer piano, keyboard, guitar, ukulele and drums.



mailto:pseal@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk

P.T.A Events

P.T.A. Summer Fair 25th June 2022
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SUMMER FAIR
Ses023

SAT 25TH JUNE

12-3PM
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Food & drink
a BBQ | Turners Cider |

Crouch burgers | Veggie wraps
Cakes | Hot dogs | Fruit punch
Ice cream \

Entertainment

Bouncy castles | Sit in a police car*/
Music and dance performances
Water or wine | Fun games |

N

Rainbow raffle | Fire engine*

ss As well as stalls selling craft, jewellery
and Body Shop products %Q)?*NTR ¥y

5
STAPLEHURST SCHOOL
ALL WELCOME g%

*Subject to operational requirements



SUMMER FAIR
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SAT 25TH JUNE
12-3PM

This year we are operating the majority of our stalls with tokens.
We will be selling these in advance of the fair and also on the day

at our Bank stall

Advance purchase bonus.
We are offering £6 tokens for the price of
£5 when bought before the day of the fair.

Youcanuse tokens for these stalls

Bouncy Castle
Bouncy Slide
Water or Wine
Beat the Goalie
Hook-a-Duck
Tin Can Alley
Splat the Rat
Lob-a-Choc
Stocks

£3 for S5mins e 0
£3 for Smins
L2 per go YT T X
£2 for 3shots
50p per go

50p for 3 balls
50p for 3ratruns
£1 for 3 throws

£1 for 3 sponges

On the day of the fair we will also have a BBQ, a rainbow
raffle, a cake and refreshments stall, anice-creamvan
and some guest stalls which will be cash card payments.
We will also have music & dancing from local groups and
some emergency vehicles subject to operational

requirements




Staplehurst Library Competition

Staplehurst Library is 50 years old!

Celebrate with us on 16" July and enter our free competitions for a
chance to win prizes!

e Pre-school — colour our bookworms

e KS1 - colour our book

e KS2 —design a card for a book character

e Under 16s — write a short story chosen from the following:
- The library seemed empty
- “Fifty!” echoed around me

- It’s gone
- That book changed my life

All entries to Staplehurst Library by

1pm on Saturday 25 June.
Please ask in the library for more information

B Kent §
County
Council

n ’ Facebook: Maidstone Libraries kent.govuk
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The Shepherd's Pantry

Open to Everyone: Free to use

Located at Tuesdays 12:00 to 16:00
Staplehurst Free Church Wednesdays 10:00 to 16:00
Station Road Thursdays 10:00 to 16:00
TN12 0QQ Saturdays 12:00 to 14:00

“ @ u ‘ FREE CHURCHA

(3900 SR

The Shepherd’s Pantry

Community Fridge can be found in the Cafe Room at Staplehurst Free Church in Station Road.
Itisopento everyone and ourpolicyisto encourage anyone who would like to supportit,

to simply,

“Give whatyou can and Take what you need.”

Two areas that we are really passionate aboutare

caring foreach otherand

reducing food waste but we are definitely notaloneinthis.

We are so grateful that Sainsburys and otheramazing, supportive local businesses,

(you’ll see them mentioned on our Facebook site and the Facebook Staplehurst Helping
Page), regularly donate excess food and items that would otherwise be classed as waste.

These, along with kind private donations from the community, are enabling everyone to access food
and provisionswhen neededinaveryrelaxed, dignified way, but atthe same time, helpingto
reduce waste.

In recenttimes we have been pleased to chat with some folkin neighbouring communities who have
expressed aninterestin seeing something similarset up. Brilliant!

Of course, we are always happy to inform about the Community Fridge and recently, we had the
privilege of avisitfromthe lively Staplehurst Beavers who came alongto learn about the Fridge - but
theyreally bowled us over by choosingitems to donate themselves.

How fantasticwas that!
Thank you everyone foryoursupport on behalf of:
The Shepherd’s Pantry

Community Fridge



The groups run every Saturday morning at Staplehurst School for Early Years and KS1 (2-8yrs). These
classes provide astructured learning progression. Ouryoung learners (2-5yrs), focus on
developingskills such as pulse, rhythm, use of percussion and solfahand signs. Our group for older

learners (6-8yrs) provides a natural progression, offering an opportunity to play theirinstrumentsin
a small group

If anyone wants any furtherinformation, they can make contact viathe fb page, website ordirectly
to me becca@websitescientist.co.uk



mailto:becca@websitescientist.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter https://twitter.com/StaplehurstSch



https://twitter.com/StaplehurstSch

